[Gadolinium enhancement of the cauda equina following ischemia of the lumbar cord].
Enhancement of the cauda equina is a well-recognized finding, in particular in patients with inflammatory diseases of the peripheral nervous system. However, we report an unusual case of a woman with an ischemic lesion in the lumbar intumescence who developed enhancement of the cauda equina 18 days after disease onset. Seventy-six days after the onset of illness, contrast uptake was no longer detectable. Severe injury to the motor neurons in the lumbar intumescence was evident clinically and electromyographically. We propose that the enhancement of the cauda equina was due to blood-nerve barrier disruption during Wallerian degeneration following ischemic injury to the motor neurons of the lumbar cord.